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#1#¥ | Material

FRIEBAAENELT > B MEESBRIEY
Local clay from Guandu Nature Park,
Porcelain, Glaze and Metal Oxides

The wall installation is made of local clay that | collected in
the park. Since the mud and the site contains a lot of organic
impurities, it had to be processed to improve its texture. It was
also mixed with a proper amount of white clay to get a lighter
tone after firing. For the images on the tiles, | used a technology |
developed using copper and manganese oxides and paper stencils

that took a long time to create since they were cut by hand.

Graphics on the tiles is not just a decoration on the wall. It is a
recall of the history of this place—the XDZ hotel located next to the
railway station, which remained in people's memories and photos.
The hotel is a guardian of these memories, so it is essential for
me not just to depict discreet pictures of the past but recalling its
dynamism. In this artwork, the moment in the past as something
static meets the transience of the present, where everything is
impermanent and volatile. This paradoxical connection of an
installed history in a changing reality is conveyed through the
mobility of the installation. Ceramic elements are designed in
such a way that they can be swapped, thereby changing the
dynamics of the image, bringing the past closer to the present.
| used archival video recordings and photos as a reference for
my graphics. The experience of staying in a hotel during the
residency was also important to me. The hotel has changed after
the renovation, but still retains the internal structure that holds
the memory in interior design. The main idea is that the ecology
of Guandu is a dynamic relationship between history, culture, and
nature. This dynamism is turbulent but at the same time delicate

and fragile like the ceramic elements | made.
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Vladimir Durnev is a ceramic artist and a senior lecturer at
the Syktyvkar State University in Russia. He is currently doing
his postgraduate MA study at the National Taipei University
of Education in Taiwan. He has been participating in many
international exhibitions, symposiums and art residencies. Since
2012, he is a member of the Union of Artists of Russia which is a
part of the International Association of Art IAA AIAP UNESCO. Since
2013 he is an active participant of symposiums conducted by Arctic
Sustainable Art and Design network ASAD. In 2018 Vladimir has

become a member of International Academy of Ceramics IAC.
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