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Professor Mieko Sawada

Biographical Summary

Mieko Sawada is a professor of Japanese language and culture at the Kyoto
Institute of Technology specializing in Linguistics and KOGEI(Japanese Arts and crafts).
She is a writer, academic, and critic of Arts and Crafts and an award-winning educator.

Born in 1961, she spent her childhood in the ancient and cultural capital city of
Kyoto. Fond of drawing and painting she dreamed of foreign travel as a fashion designer.
As a young academic Ms. Sawada traveled to France and was greatly influenced by her
time living in Cannes and as a young lecturer at Université Stendhal Grenoble 3.

Returning to Japan, Ms. Sawada embarked on a career in the performing arts
including roles in Japanese film and television, returning to University to pursue post
graduate research in Osaka. In 1993 she began her professional career in Japan as a
Professor of International Education in Kobe.

In 1995, the Great Hanshin Earthquake cause massive damage to the city of
Kobe including the loss of life of many of her international students. Through this
disaster Ms. Sawada realized the current system was not adequate and international
students were not assimilating into local culture, communication was a significant
challenge. The traumatic event motivated her to design innovative curriculum based in
active learning that consumed her activities for the next decade.

Returning to Kyoto in 2003 at the Kyoto Institute of Technology she
implemented her program of active learning to the subject of kogei. In 2006 and 2011 she
received a subsidy from the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology. Professor Sawada and her students used these funds to conduct
activities that would preserve and revitalize Kyoto’s tangible and intangible cultural
heritage. In November 2010 Mrs. Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO visited
and appreciated a project supervised by Professor Sawada. Following this meeting the
World Heritage Centre of UNESCO began support of her activities.

Professor Sawada is a member of the Japan Ceramic Society and has published
five books on KOGET and one book on Japanese ceramic artists. Today, her international
active learning program on Japanese art and craft continues to grow with enthusiasm.
Currently, Professor Sawada is excited to be included as an acting juror for a new

national grant project in guidance with the Minister of Cultural Affairs.



