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Biography and artistic statement: 
 
•I was born in Bulgaria and have been living in Portugal for 27 years. I 
consider myself a Portuguese - Bulgarian artist, because I owe my 
inspirations to my childhood in Bulgaria, while I owe my artistic training  to 
Portugal. 
 
 •I have a degree in Architecture from the Faculty of Architecture of  
Technical University of Lisbon. In 2009, after a few years of practice as an 
architect I happened to visit the Aveiro Ceramic Biennial in Portugal and the 
works exhibited there touched something deeply rooted in me. After that I 
immediately started my studies in ceramics at ACAV, Calouste Gulbenkian - Art 
and Culture Association of Aveiro. In 2013 I was distinguished with an 
honour at the Biennial of Faenza. In 2019 I was a finalist at the 14th Ceramic 
Art Biennial of Aveiro and in 2021 I was selected for the 15th edition of this 
Biennial. In 2021 I also participated in the 60th Ceramics Exhibition in 
Castellamonte. In 2022 I was selected again at the International Competition 
in Castellamonte, Italy, where I was awarded the second prize. In January 
2023 my work  was published in two articles in the international ceramics 
magazine New Ceramics. 
 
• In the last years I started to use rough stoneware clay picked up from the 
local cliffs in Portugal, and I started firing in a wood kiln. I created and 
developed my own technique of intertwined fabric-like coils. The new 
language I found is very rich in formal variations and possibilities and can 
have both figurative and more abstract approaches. The themes that I look 
for in my work are the dichotomies between subtle and rough, fragile and 
robust, organic and orderly. 
 
•My aim has always been to convey the idea of the subtle and delicate in 
contrast with their opposites. I draw concrete inspiration in the rustic 
objects of my childhood, in fabrics, in architectural grids, urban networks 
and natural textures.  
 
•Art manages to make all scales, all times and all expressions permeable and 
mixable with each other. 
 
•My works can be found in the collections of the Santa Casa de Misericórdia 
in Aveiro; MIC Faenza; Palazzo Boton in Castellamonte; City Museum in Aveiro 
as well as in private collections. 
 
cv  

 
  
2023 •Finalist at the XVI Biennial of Artistic Ceramics of 

Aveiro 
 
•Two Articles in the international ceramics magazine 
New Ceramics: 
“In studio with Stela Ivanova” by Evelyne Schoenmann 
and “Castellamonte 2022” by Evelyne Schoenmann 

 



 
2022 •Second prize at the 61st International Ceramic 

Competition in Castellamonte, Italy 
 
•“Advanced Techniques” classes by artist-ceramist 
Alberto Bustos 
 

2021 •Finalist at  the XVth Biennial of Artistic Ceramics of 
Aveiro 
 
•Finalist at the 60th International Ceramics 
Competition in Castellamonte, Italy 
 

2020 •Collective Exhibition “Accomplices” at the 
Albergaria-a-Velha Library 
 
•Exhibition together with Colectivo 3c-s in La Vie, 
Caldas da Rainha 
 

2019 •Finalist at the XIV Biennale of Artistic Ceramics in 
Aveiro 
 
• Collective exhibition of small formats at the 
Morgados de Pedricosa Gallery, Aveiro 
 

2013 • Conciliator Prize of the 58th Bienal Internacional 
de Faenza, 2013 
 
•Member of the AveiroArte, Experimental Circle of 
Visual Artists of Aveiro 
 
•Collective Spring Exhibition at the Morgados de 
Pedricosa Gallery, Aveiro 
 
•Autumn Collective Exhibition at the Morgados de 
Pedricosa Gallery, Aveiro 
 

2012 •Classes: Dry rope technique for tiles, Sharp edge 
technique for tiles, Tile painting, Vitrofusion and 
Tiffany stained glass administered by Cearte, Coimbra 
 
•Raku Ceramics Workshop within the scope of the XI 
Artistic Ceramics Biennale in Aveiro 
 
•Obvara Technique Workshop - course at ACAV given 
by Prof. José Ramos    
 

2010 • Collective exhibition at the Misericórdia Gallery, 
Aveiro 
 

2009 - 2010      •Artistic ceramics classes at ACAV, Calouste 
Gulbenkian - Art and Culture Association of Aveiro, 
administered by Maria Pedro Olaio 
 

2004 - 2008 
 
 
2005 
 
1969 
  

•Architect at VÂO Associated Architects Lda, Lisbon 
and at RVDM – Architects Lda, Aveiro 
 
•Graduated in architecture at UTL Lisbon 
 
•Born in Pleven, Bulgary 
 

 


