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C AT H Y  F R A N Z I

O n  t h e  E d g e  /  a m  R a n d e 

D r  C a t h y  F r a n z i ’ s  l a t e s t  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  c e r a m i c s 

w a s  c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  s t u d i o ,  a r c h i v a l  a n d 

f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  d u r i n g  a  r e s i d e n c y  i n  t h e  f a r 

s o u t h w e s t  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a t  S t i r l i n g 

R a n g e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  T h e  j a g g e d  r a n g e s 

o f  t h i s  b i o d i v e r s i t y  h o t s p o t  o v e r l o o k  t h e 

S o u t h e r n  O c e a n .  B u t t r e s s e d  b y  t h e  w a t e r ,  

i t  i s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s a n c t u a r y  o f  d i v e r s i t y 

a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  v a s t  c o n t i n e n t .

F r a n z i ’ s  p r a c t i c e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h 

t h e  g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  f l o r a  o n 

c e r a m i c  v e s s e l s .  H e r  p i e c e s  r e f l e c t 

t h e i r  e c o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a n d  a r e 

i n f o r m e d  b y  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e 

e x i s t e n c e  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  p l a n t s  t h a t 

i n s p i r e  h e r .

H e r  s c i e n t i f i c  b a c k g r o u n d  a l l o w s 

f o r  h e r  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  b o t a n i c a l 

r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  h a s  i n f o r m e d  h e r 

p r a c t i c e  s i n c e  s h e  f i r s t  b e g a n 

w o r k i n g  w i t h  c e r a m i c s .  T h i s 

k n o w l e d g e  s a d l y  b r i n g s  w i t h  i t 

a  p r o f o u n d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e 

d a n g e r  t h a t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  

a n d  i n v a s i v e  p a t h o g e n s  b r i n g  

t o  t h e  m y r i a d  e c o s y s t e m s  

o f  A u s t r a l i a .



I t  i s  a  l a n d  o f  a n c i e n t  n a t u r a l 

l a n d s c a p e s ,  e v o l v e d  t h r o u g h 

c o n t i n e n t a l  i s o l a t i o n ,  l o n g  g e o l o g i c a l 

s t a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  c a r e f u l  s t e w a r d s h i p 

o f  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n s  P e o p l e s . 

F r a n z i ’ s  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r m  a n d 

b e a u t y  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  p l a n t - l i f e 

c a p t u r e  a  m o m e n t  b a l a n c i n g  o n  t h e 

e d g e ,  u n k n o w i n g  w h i c h  w a y  i t  w i l l 

f a l l .

“ # r e s i l i e n c e  –  T h i s  i d e a  i s  c e n t r a l 

t o  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s o u t h -

w e s t  W A ,  w h e r e  m y  d e l i g h t  i n 

s t u d y i n g  p l a n t s  o n  l o c a t i o n  i s 

t e m p e r e d  b y  t h e  f r a g i l i t y  o f 

t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  d u e  t o  h u m a n 

i m p a c t .  T h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  f l o r a 

h a s  e v o l v e d  o v e r  m i l l e n n i a  t o 

s u r v i v e  a  h a r s h  e n v i r o n m e n t , 

t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  c a n  t h e i r 

r e s i l i e n c e  a d a p t  t o  n e w  

g l o b a l  c o n d i t i o n s ? ”  

 

C a t h y  F r a n z i

T h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n 

a s s i s t e d  b y  t h e 

A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t 

t h r o u g h  t h e  A u s t r a l i a 

C o u n c i l ,  i t s  a r t s  f u n d i n g 

a n d  a d v i s o r y  b o d y .



Cathy  Franz i 	

Red K angar oo  Paw ,  2023

plant  name:  Anigozanthos  rufus

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

4 4 x  17.8  x  17  cm

$3, 250





Cathy  Franz i

Pr ick ly  Banks ia ,  2022

p lant  name:  Banks ia  acu leata

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

36 x  18  x  16.5  cm

$3,100





Cathy  Franz i 	

Banks ia  gar dner i ,  2023 	

p lant  name:  Banks ia  gar dner i

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  

g laze  and  underg laze

29 x  22 .8  x  19.7  cm 

$2 ,750





Cathy  Franz i

St ir l ing  Range C onef low er ,  2023

plant  name:  I sopogon baxter i

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

29.5  x  18  x  16.8  cm

$2 ,750





Cathy  Franz i

Fan Hakea ,  2023

plant  name:  Hakea baxter i

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

25  x  23  x  16.5  cm

$2 ,750





Cathy  Franz i

C orky  Net-bush ,  2023

plant  name:  C alothamnus  gr ac i l i s

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze 

20.1  x  17.6  x  14 .8  cm

$2 , 250





Cathy  Franz i

Synaphea ,  2023

plant  name:  Synaphea pet io lar is

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

21 .1  x  17.3  x  17.1  cm

$2 , 250





Cathy  Franz i

C oasta l  Jugf low er ,  2023

plant  name:  Adenanthos  cuneatus

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

11 .4  x  13 .1  x  1 1 .6  cm

$800





Cathy  Franz i

Red Anderson ia ,  2023

plant  name:  Anderson ia  gr andi f lor a

sgraf f i to  on  porce la in  vesse l ,  w ith  engobe,  g laze 

and  underg laze

11 .3  x  12 .1  x  1 1 .6  cm

$800
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P h o t o g r a p h y  b y 

A n d r e w  S i k o r s k i -A r t  A t e l i e r  

t o m a u s t i n @ m i c h a e l r e i d . c o m . a u

l i l y f e n w i c k e @ m i c h a e l r e i d . c o m . a u

m i c h a e l r e i d . c o m . a u / b e r l i n


