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MARTIN HARMAN

To wonder and imagine with an eys for curiosity and to experience something new, for
me this is what it means 1o be human,

As @& person experiencing this reality | found being creative using various matenials
important in expressing ideas. This creative process began at school around the age of
sixteen. | was fortunate 10 have access to ceramic and fine art equipment. It was hers
that | was able o experiment with Gifferent materials and it was also the place where my
enthusiasm for creating artvorks started

1 enjoyed working with different materials and | remember being told that | was good at
working with clay so | immersed myself within this medium, From school | continued to
pursue this material through to college and university. To this day | continue to use clay.
1 stil creata two-dimensional artworks such as peintings and drawings as | find it useful
10 help generate ideas and develop the three-dimensional pieces.

Looking back, | realized that | was aways drawn to creafing artworks that took on an
abstract qualty. There was usually a point of reference to something reallike natural and
human-mage found objects but this was always franslated into artworks in imaginative
Ways 10 vOKE New meanings.

Although | experimented a lot it was not unti | undertook my
MA in ceramics at Cardiff School of At and Design from 2010
10 2012 that | really began to focus. As a student | remermber
undertaking my first assignment that involved choosing &
subject to generate ideas. | decided to focus my attention on
the historical English Heritage monument Stanenenge located
in Salisoury, Engiand. It is believed construction started 3100
BC. | chose this monument as | have aways been fascinated
by mysteries and Stonehenge is a site that il this day keeps
its meaning secret.

thad P that it was kind of structure, however
it does not have walls or a roof. 1t hints at having a function although it is
difficult to pin point. Particuarty though, | was intrigued by the way it forced
me to be curious, to lean as wel as refiect upon my own existence. itis a place
that seems alien in our cuent bult envionment, as there is no complate
‘evidence as to what it is. It contrasts our present society were every buiding
has a known function. It seems like each time | visit this monument | see it
ina diferent way. It challenges my understanding, as it does not tell me how
10 think or what to do, | have the responsibility to make my own decisions
based on my interpretation.

An interesting aspect to this monument is its construction. It is made up of
indivicual blocks that come together to form a whoie and these components
remain visibie, There is even evidence to suggest that it might have been but
Up in stages from a wooden structure then replaced by stones over a period
oftime, It has also undergone meny re-constructions o preserve its integrity.

From this foundation | started to think about how to transiate this into
ideas that could then feed into the creation of artworks. Assodiated words
developed like time, construction, architectural, organic, surreal or cream-
ike, unknown, inside and outside space. | then transiated these words
through the medium of clay.

The way in which | construct my ceramic sculptures is by cutting and joining
singular components thrawn on the potter’s wheel. These consist of cylinders
and cones, | usually apply coloured siips and glaze 1o the forms to create
contrast. Studying for my MA provided me with a platform o think about how
10 convert ideas into a ceramic sculptural practice. This mind set has stayed
with me and | continue to be inspred by Stonehenge. Mareover | continue
to make ceramic sculpture in a way that has developed from my MA studies.

Although more recently my making procass has now inciuded other snapes
thrown on the patter's wheel such as spheres and hand bulding techniques
utising siabs of cay,

My creative journey is ongoing, my ideas and making process continues 10
evolve. At the heart of my work remains the desire to create antworks that
evoke curiosity. More recently, | think my works, in some ways are not only
an extension of my ideas but aiso my experience of ife.
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