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Muhammad HassariKashigar

The effect created on building facades and

the interiors of Holy spaces using

the Kashitraditional Technigue, in the city

complicated painted ceramic tiles made in
of Nasarpur SindhPakistan.




The production ofKashitiles is one of
the oldest handicraft in province of
Sindh Pakistan. The wordashimeans
painting, and the traditional tile that
carries of this traditional art. The
artisans who made these tiles in the
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Nasarpurand Halaare two main major
cities doing handicraft in the field of
Kashikari(Kashiwork) in the province
of Sindh Pakistan




FineRed Clayis found from the
nearest river basins whiclre
avallablein the local areas oNasarpur
and Hala Throughout{ A Yy Rigtddya
of the two cities,Nasarpuristhe major
city making handmadeKashltlles
having morehistory and expertise in
this form of tile making

Almost 10 differentKashicentersare
doingwork in the present time in
Nasarpur, only thisKashikariis still
alive in Sindh.




It is afact that the modern manufactured ceramics tiles are more durable and perfect, bu
Kashitiles have morduster and agreater variety of designs and patterns. When looked at
from a distance the handmad&ashitiles are more impressive andery beautiful.



Theprocess of traditionaKashitile-making
Involvespreparing and wedging the clay,
making mosaic tiles, screen tiles, floral
pattern design tiles, mural tiles for wall like
relief embossed carving work, and Islamic
calligraphy work in painting and carving
forms, then painting glazing and firing the
ceramics tiles in both gas kiln and wood fire
Kilns.

Our traditional wood-fire kiln which we
design as a ceramic's vase shape in our
traditional style kiln.
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The whole process of making tradition&lashitiles takes almost 15 days for a locale-
makerusing only minimal tools.

Thebasic materials used for making the tiles are local clay and wat@shitiles in Sindh
are made of the best kind of clay that can be sourced from as old river basin. Two Kinc
of clay we are using red anghit clay for making traditional tiles in different categories




Both kinds of clay are mixed in equal amounts, however the red clay Is
harder than white clay. The local people bring clay from a nearby village o
donkeycarts, charging aroun&000 rupees (USD 28j a cartload of clay.




THE PROCESS




First, firmly hit the clay
with a piece of wood In
order to make the clay
even and break it in
small pieces.



Then we pass the clay In
the basin. The basin
which we are using for
clay Is called

AMitti Jo Chalooo

After the clay Is in liquid
form, we sieves It screen
It called

AChhanao



View of our
courtyard area used
for preparing clay
and the drying
process.



After the next day

when clay becomes a
little bit harder than we
let it rest on mud floor.




clay is thrown rapidly
on floor for removing
air bubbles from clay.
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Making large
sized slab

size of frame Is
2 X 2 square feet




Clay Is pressed
by hand into
large sized slabs.




Cutting In order
of different

sizes during the
slab making
process.




The next morning, tiles
slabs are leather-hard
and ready for the final
pressing.




The dry pieces
are separated
with a knife.
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floor in a line and
applying sand to
the top surface.




Pressing with a
AThaapnio - a
terracotta hand
presser.




Tiles In
leather-hard
form are ready
for cutting
INnto different
SIZes.



Tiles are cut with different
wood-frame stencils which
are called nKaarabo, before
cutting method we press
them again to make an even
surface.

A wooden frame is put on
top of hard tile then we start
to cut the four edges with a
knife.



Tiles are placec
after 24 hours t
when complete

on a flat, even floor
nese tiles are harder

y dry.




O Bo+l e process in our courtyard
area, it is called hKhudooo in our
Sindhi Language.




then shift

we

these tiles for finishing the method.
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Removal of
unwanted dots
and sand on front
and back area of
tile.

Tools use for
finishing which
are called
nJharo, kupo




The tiles are sanded
on a cement block to
make the surface

even and prepare for
the decorative finish.



Finishing process of filling edges

with clay paste (paste for filling
which we made with clay and sand)

It is called nKhhaaro.




Kashigarause different materials and
painting techniques on the tile to
create decorative motifs related to
Sindhiculture.

Rawmaterialsinclude:

White-coating Engobe(Astar) for
coveringred clay base, wenake

cAstare in white limestone flour e 00 PN o P
pastedzaS Fa | O0AYRSNJI AV x01 s U

C . f‘\. : 4
dLeete and for whiteness we are P o e of
using white clay is calledAchiKharg DT, =

which we obtain from Sehwan
Shareefcity in Sindh



Kashigaramixed these things for
preparingWhite EngobeAstar for
apply on red clayiecetiles surface
and other things. After coating the
designer create designs on white
surface of tile.

After purifying thisWhite Engobeby
straining it through a thin cloth and
finely grindingand sievet with 50
meshscreen andmixing it inwater
and binder pastelLeeti, It is applied
directly to unfired red pastel and
white slip are then fired on



After dry Engobe we
start to trace different
designs on tracing paper
template and then pin-
hole the outlines with
the help of needle, the
template which we are
calling in our language

| t fiiKBaakoo.



Tracingpaper is
placed on tile surface
edgeto-edge and we
apply charcoal
powder on the
tracing paper for
transfer of design on
tile surfaces



There are twotypes of
painting tiles we are
making

oneis multicolored tiles
which are made using
different stains and
oxide colors and the
other is thick, white-
slip painting red tile

Themulticolored style
tile have twokinds:
ckachaNJ yaAd
opakkaNJ y 3 €
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KachaRangtile includes color applied to PakkaRangis permanent decoration,

the tile after it is fired in the kiln. This coloragﬁnﬁguabb%tﬁocfgﬁgﬁt% uogliglilrl]e ?n”govggﬁe

s not permanent or waterproof. The tile  Bjia" ot /2 painting is then coated

painted with this technique are just for  with glaze and fired. No over decoration

decoration IS done on these tiles; this is something
thbe K?shlmakers are very particular
about.



Process of outlining method
on tile surface.

For outlining, we are using
Cobalt Oxide color, which is
the main color for Kashi tiles.




Brushes

The raw material for the
paint brushes used by
Kashigargo outline
decorative elements on the
tiles includes goat hair, thin
round sticks thread and
cotton. They tie the goat hai
or cotton onto the end of
the stick and secure it with
the thread. Brushes for the
other parts of the process
are purchased from market,
Including various round
brushes with soft hair.




Outlining hand
made brushfrom
goat-hair and
cotton.




Softround-shaped
brushespurchased
from market.




They are different colorsieon
green, neon pink, neon yellow,
cobalt blue oxide, copper oxide
andblack (usually primary and
secondary colors are used. Thaie
color is used for outlininy

The main colors pigments are
brought from Karachi, Hyderabad
and Lahorethese three major
citiesare ahub for chemical

- materials.

Thedifferent pigments we are
using,with the low temperature
pigments colorsare usedonly for
red clay bodyin 800to 1000 C
heat.



Process of Painting Tiles
After outlining method, we start to fill different colors on tile
surfaces
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RAW MATERIALS FOR GLAZING

Glazing the ceramic tiles not only given them a shiny surface, but also seals the clay to
prevent water from permeating the tile. Traditional tiles are made using different kinds o
glaze, including lead glaze used for low temperature proceds)(J, and other transparent
glaze for tile to be fired to higher temperature up to a maximub®©00to 1020 C

The glaze whiclKashigaramake themselves usasaterial whichof transparentsoda,
borax, silica sandChaniq Suhaga Murda Sangiand little bit red lead. We mix these all
material ina powder and then placé in round shape bowls and loading it in killm make
frit of transparent glaze.

Thelead glaze which we are making for low temperature purpose which cafesll Lead
glaze,Green Leadjlazein our local language we callessaaroMurdasangk and dSahoo
Murdasangk, in lead glaze we are using ju66% red leacdand 35% silica san@hich found
In the city of SehwanSharit
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Both glazes are
mixed in powder
form than baked In
kKiln to make frit.




After baking process when we got from
the kiln we then crush this glaze with
the help of a hammer crusher and then

grind it in AJhaando, a kind of crusher
machine.




After glaze was ready in powder form we
sievelt with 100 meshscreen than apply

In liquid form on painted tiles andgplain
tiles.




Different glazesapplied ontiles and other
products In liquid form, we prepared the
glaze and mixed the binder and some lead

powder for shine.
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After the glazing process we process to loading material we load the kiln
which called nBhattio.

The kilns user are roughly 10-12 feet high and we loading almost 300 tiles at
one time. Each baking process takes 14 hours and lead glaze takes 10 hours.
2000 kg of wood which called Kari wood a dry hard black wood, followed by
cooling for 48 hours prior to opening and unloading the kiln.



In Pakistan people usually use both red
and white clayKashitiles for decorative
purpose Iin public buildings, on the front
elevation or facades and interior walls.

Thetile used in shrines for decoration

Include traditional floral patterns,
Usag_e _Of Islamic calligraphy and those with
KashiTiles carved relief. Additional uses include

covering the walls of houses, offices and
mosques for decoration

Rural people used these decorative tiles
for roof coverings. There Is also as
International interest, with decorative
tiles being exported for display in
exhibitions as well as traditional uses
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