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"Clay allows me to set aside my mind and for the body to speak. Through 
embodied sculpting I evoke reminders of my primal self at the ‘cradle of 
craft’, merging a need for expression and utility. My sculptures serve as a 
textural reminder of our truer nature, bringing raw essence into the 
homes of those who dare to reconnect”. 
                                                                         - Karlien van Rooyen     





Karlien van Rooyen (b. 1991, South Africa) is a Cape Town-based 
ceramic sculptor whose conceptual practice is deeply informed by an 

unconventional life shaped by science, activism, and personal 
transformation. Originally trained in medical science with a focus on 
neuroscience, she later worked as a full-time environmental activist, 

spending six years living in remote bush blockades alongside Indigenous 
communities engaged in legal resistance against mining corporations. 
These experiences profoundly shaped her worldview and now echo 

through her sculptural work.

Turning to art as a form of healing and self-expression following her 
departure from frontline activism, Karlien completed a degree in 

Contemporary Art at the University of South Australia in 2017, where 
she was awarded the Minter Ellison Award for Outstanding Creative 

Potential. In 2018, she received an International Project Grant to 
undertake a seven-week ceramic residency in Jingdezhen, China—the 

historic centre of porcelain production.

Her work, rooted in the materiality of clay, explores themes of 
resilience, trauma, and transformation, often drawing inspiration from 

wild landscapes and the tension between fragility and strength. Through 
sculpture, she continues to navigate the complexities of the human 

condition and its entanglement with the natural world.

www.karlienvanrooyen.com





Education

B.A. Contemporary Art – University of South Australia, 2014 – 2016

Selected Exhibitions

Clay Awards - Rust-en-Vrede Gallery, UNESCO affiliated International Academy of 
Ceramics (IAC), South Africa, 2024

AWC Contemporary - International Sculpture Park, Dubai, 2024

1-54 London – Somerset House, London, England, 2023

Enter Art Fair – THK Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark, 2023

Unfold – 99 Loop Gallery, Cape Town, South Africa, 2020

Shaping Things – SMAC Gallery, Cape Town, South Africa, 2020

Eight Fingers Crossed – FELT Space, Adelaide, South Australia, 2019

InVivo – Worth Gallery – Fisher Jeffries Gallery, Adelaide, South Australia, 2018

                                         Selected Group Exhibitions

Going Guerilla – Eclectica Contemporary, Cape Town, 2024

Earth Body Blood Water – Nhà Sống Project, Hanoi, Vietnam, 2022

Square – SALA Whitmore Gallery, Adelaide, South Australia, 2019

DWELL –  Worth Gallery The Parade, Adelaide, South Australia, 2018

Advertiser Contemporary Art Exhibition – SALA Festival, Keith Murdoch House, 
Adelaide, South Australia , 2017

[Sic.] Rose – Praxis Art Space FRAN Festival, Adelaide, South Australia, 2017

Helpman Academy Exhibition – Driller Hall, Adelaide, South Australia, 2017

NEST – Urban Cow Gallery, SALA & Adelaide Fringe Festival, Adelaide, South 
Australia, 2016

https://rust-en-vrede.com/clayawards/?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAabN3Nq4LEu4CMmALz2sj2jPYSzsnEi8SONSeMxqfq2zn44v3bIbYuDK7zg_aem_C8jCUwNbKx7wS4Y_yE4s9g
https://awcdubai.com/
https://www.1-54.com/london/
https://www.1-54.com/london/
https://www.1-54.com/london/
https://www.enterartfair.com/
https://www.thkgallery.com/
https://www.99loop.co.za/exhibitions
https://www.smacgallery.com/exhibitions-3/an-exploration-of-clay-and-ceramics-in-contemporary-south-african-art-practice
https://www.smacgallery.com/exhibitions-3/an-exploration-of-clay-and-ceramics-in-contemporary-south-african-art-practice
https://www.smacgallery.com/exhibitions-3/an-exploration-of-clay-and-ceramics-in-contemporary-south-african-art-practice
https://emmalinezanelli.com/Eight-Fingers-Crossed-2019
https://www.feltspace.org/eight-fingers-crossed
http://www.worthgallery.com/e-invivo.htm
http://www.worthgallery.com/e-invivo.htm
http://www.worthgallery.com/e-invivo.htm
https://eclecticacontemporary.co.za/going-guerrilla/
https://hanoigrapevine.com/2022/03/earth-body-blood-water/
https://karlienvanrooyen.com/
https://www.salafestival.com/
https://www.salafestival.com/
https://www.salafestival.com/
https://www.salafestival.com/
http://www.worthgallery.com/e-dwell.htm
http://www.worthgallery.com/e-dwell.htm
http://www.worthgallery.com/e-dwell.htm
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/entertainment/arts/squid-ink-art-a-reflection-of-the-advertiser-contemporary-art-award-winner-julia-mcinerneys-big-ideas/news-story/ecc7ab00453bc16f0fc71188fa45dd5e
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/entertainment/arts/squid-ink-art-a-reflection-of-the-advertiser-contemporary-art-award-winner-julia-mcinerneys-big-ideas/news-story/ecc7ab00453bc16f0fc71188fa45dd5e
https://www.praxisartspace.com/sic-rose/
https://www.praxisartspace.com/sic-rose/
https://www.praxisartspace.com/sic-rose/
https://helpmannacademy.com.au/2017-graduate-exhibition/
https://helpmannacademy.com.au/2017-graduate-exhibition/
https://toriwade.com/news/3-paintings-at-urban-cows-nest-exhibition/
https://toriwade.com/news/3-paintings-at-urban-cows-nest-exhibition/
https://toriwade.com/news/3-paintings-at-urban-cows-nest-exhibition/




Selected Awards

Carclew Project & Professional Development Grant, Jingdezhen, China, 2017

SALA Contemporary Art Prize Finalist, 2017

Minter Ellison Award – Emerging Female Artist With Outstanding Creative Potential, 
2017

Adelaide Architecture and Design Award, University of South Australia, 2016

Trudie Alfred Bequest Scholarship for Australian Ceramics, 2016

Golden Key Honors Award, Semesters 1 & 2 for duration of UniSA degree, 2016

Linda Lou Murphy Scholarship, University of South Australia, 2014

Publications

What We’re Loving, Fairlady Magazine, South Africa, 2022

Hands On, SA Living Magazine, Australia, 2017

Creative Language At Work, Adelaide Matters p22, Australia, 2017

Feature Artist, Journal of Australian Ceramics issue 56/2, 2017

Spotlight Artist #16 – Adelaide Art History Magazine, Australia, 2016

Feature Artist, Journal of Australian Ceramics, 2016

She’s Artistic, Amnesty International Publication, 2015

https://www.unisa.edu.au/siteassets/unisanews/archive-pdfs/2017/unisanewsmarch2017.pdf
https://www.architecture.com.au/awards/2022-awards/2022-sa-architecture-awards-winners
https://www.architecture.com.au/awards/2022-awards/2022-sa-architecture-awards-winners
https://m.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1009879755701118.1073741881.212941652061603&type=3
https://m.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1009879755701118.1073741881.212941652061603&type=3
https://postgradaustralia.com.au/institutions/university-of-south-australia/scholarships/linda-lou-murphy-visual-arts-scholarship
https://www.facebook.com/fairladymag/posts/10158968214310732/?paipv=0&eav=AfaW6wnVns3FlF62V6DvaLklI_xRSMRDvt1O2PMfYVdZ3yCRcxAuxk1CIEsUOC8ujh8&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/fairladymag/posts/10158968214310732/?paipv=0&eav=AfaW6wnVns3FlF62V6DvaLklI_xRSMRDvt1O2PMfYVdZ3yCRcxAuxk1CIEsUOC8ujh8&_rdr
https://australianceramics.com/shop/journals
https://australianceramics.com/shop/journals
https://collageadelaide.com/2016/05/10/artist-spotlight-16-karlien-van-rooyen/
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