look. Loss of riparian areas means the scenery on
many riverways now is miles and miles of corn,
some of it falling into the river as the riverbanks
erode. That summer, the state warned dog owners to
keep their pets from swimming near cyanobacteria,
or blue-green algae, because polluted water can
and does kill. But in places, protectors have worked

to conserve the riverways, and this section of the

Boone River is one such stretch of river.

We passed through woodlands and

along the rock faces. What stays with me, though,

is the feeling of the eagle flying low overhead. She

followed us for quite a long while downstream,

sometimes flying so low that we placed our hands
on our hats. She waited for us as we took a shack
break on a sandbar and stuck with us as made our
way around the horseshoe bend, where her nest
loomed above in a half-dead tree and from which

she could watch us continue on.

Details of Ice Dreams: Blue Drea
clay, sheet metal. Onloan from the artist.
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over some
rock riffles, observed the slicked trails of otter
slides down the riverbanks, and heard the plops
of the turtles we startled into leaving their sunning
spots. Cliff sparrows flew in and out of their nests

m and Red Dream, 2020 by Ingrid Lilligr

The current state of the Missouri and Mississippi
rivers and their tributaries tells us all we need to
know about the consequences of past decisions in
our state. We all know that externalizing the costs of
the state’s agricultural production to all downstream
is not sustainable; that the health of our neighbors,
be they the otters or the generations downstream,
depend upon us taking actions now.

Each of these actions is another stone placed in
the course of our trajectory, an effort to redirect our
current course toward a future in which all lowans
have the benefit of clean water and air, healthy soil,
and vibrant communities. We must rethink how we
relate to one another, to the places and people we
know as home. It's not only the leadership of more
diverse perspectives that we need, but also new
conceptualizations of what it means to be a human
in this time and in this place.

en. Ceramic, wood, ice, unfired |
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