




We are very grateful for the Guest Sectional 
Editors, Ronnie Watt and Bernard Kerr, for their
enthusiastic support in making it possible for us 
to include this wide range of contributing 
authors, hailing from some of the countries of 
the Indian Ocean trade network. This double 
issue would not have been possible without 
them. The essays have been further grouped 
within their country under Legacy and 
Contemporary Voices. While the idea of 
celebrating ceramics in countries adjoining the 
Indian Ocean is exciting, we must admit that our 
efforts do not do justice to the subject and 
considering the short time we had, we have 
restricted ourselves to three main regions that 
include parts of South Africa; Iran, Mauritius, 
Indonesia and parts of the Indian sub-continent 
(Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal) and a 
section on Australia.

We apologise for missing out some of the very 
important countries on this network, but we 
were unable to find contributors. We would 
welcome essays from our readers for publication
in forthcoming issues.

One question emerges whenever we take a 
wide-angle view of our times that are 
characterized by an unprecedented diffusion of 
ideas, people and culture. What makes people 
long for clay? Is it our increasing distance from 
nature and natural cycles that quite naturally and 
paradoxically, induces a thirst for a return to 
nature? There are accompanying questions too - 
Are contemporary ceramists sufficiently aware of 
the environmental implications of their 
practices? The increasing demand for 
claybodies, glaze materials and energy, does put 
some responsibility on future ceramists for 
evolving sustainable practices. What completes 
the cycle of production, consumption and more 
importantly, appreciation of works created in 
ceramics? We hope that this issue helps us 
grapple with such questions by sharing 
international viewpoints.

It has been an enormous privilege to release this 
journal during Wedge, Australian Ceramics 
Triennale 2025 and we hope our readers will 
enjoy the variety of essays and coverage of 
issues that are on offer.

We look forward to your feedback.

Kristine Michael, Raja Mohanty, Shampa Shah
Mrin Co- Editors




































