~ head, body, wings and legs are joined up, and how all that works.
What is the relationship between huge, curving antennae and the
~wiremities, and how does this relate to the body. New species are
created through art that look like they have just crept from the
Creator’s jacket pocket.

Sculptor or ceramist? Ross answers at once! Ceramist, al-
“mough his fellow ceramists often see this differently, he says, be-
~=use these are small-scale sculptures that could be called “mixed
material”, objects which their creator says are not supposed to be
Seautiful but which exude a certain morbid fascination.

It is about enjoying the bizarre, and enjoyment is partly na-
“wety, he says. Technically he is just as bold and unconventional
=< his finished works, but when they are finished and hanging on
“he wall in a frame, their convoluted genesis is no longer visible.

He uses a heavily grogged body, from which he models the
‘ndividual segments and then burnishes them. After drying they
== connected with noncorroding stainless steel wire. In this plac-
=< the wire is then encased in clay to give the legs more volume.
When they have dried, the pieces are painted with coloured slips
2nd then fired once with a transparent glaze in an electric kiln.

The raku firing that then follows breathes life into the pocket-
< zed monsters, at least that is what Ross says.

Raku kiln? Lots of people are familiar with the rubbish bin
“om a not wholly unknown furniture chain by now. In England,
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you can buy a metal barrel with a chimney to burn dead leaves
in for only £14, and fitted with insulation and a burner from a
DIY store, this is the kiln that breathes life into the creatures. In
a little garden there are often neighbours in a densely populat-
ed area, who do not find the smoke and the firings very amus-
ing, but somehow, all of these creatures great and small, the red-
dish-black ones just like the greenish yellow ones, the ones with
big wings and the ones without long antennae all come from
the patch of garden in Lichtenfelde. Although in fact, they come
from another world, the hermetic world of the frame in which it
is all about them.

Why the hobby beekeeper does not make use of bees for his
sculptures is quickly answered. As sculptures, Ross says, bees
look just too cute because they have already been misused in this
way in cartoons and comics.

When 1 visited Ross in his studio for the second time, among
other things to photograph freshly completed components for
what might be a dynastes hercules from the genus megasoma,
walking though a gloomy underpass on my way home I began to
wonder about Franz Kafka and his huge beetle ...

Armin Rieger is a ceramic artist and lives in Bergfeld, Mecklenburg-
Western Pommerania, Germany. art.ari.rieger@gmail.com




