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With a degree in ceramic engineering, as well as a BFA and MFA in ceramics, potter Po-Wen Liu
knows a thing or two about glaze chemistry. In today’s post, Po-wen shares his beautiful powder-
blue Ru Celadon glaze, and explains the firing process he developed to get it just right.- Jennifer
Poellot Harnetty, editor.

My fascination with the pooling effect of celadon glazes has led me to explore a variety of
surface designs on my work.

From opalescent blue to cool, transparent green, the celadon glaze has a tendency to play hide-
and-seek with light.

The Ru Celadon glaze has a jade-like, powder-blue appearance. It works well with solid shapes
and pure lines.
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RU CELADON
Cone 10
Talc . ... .. . 6.9 %
WG oo vimas- 0 meawen v o5 14.9
Nepheline Syenite ............ 49.1
ERICHEIN o e e s 13.7
Silica . ..., 154
100.0 %
Add: RedlronOxide . .......... 1.0%
ZINCERNS : o=on senien zen 4.0 %

CeramicRecipes.org is THE place to build and manage your recipe collection. As a registered
user, you not only have to access the full (and ever-expanding) archive of recipes, you can also
use built-in tools to calculate batches, find recipes containing the ingredients you have on
hand, upload your own recipes, and share them with the CeramicRecipes.org community. And
it works great on tablets and phones so you can easily access your recipes ANYWHERE!

Take a video tour to learn more!

Po-Wen Liu’s Pagoda Jar, 10 in. (25 cm) in height, white stoneware with Ru celadon glaze, wheel-
thrown and carved, cone 10 reduction firing, 2012. Photo: Daniel Smith.
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A darker clay body can enhance the Ru Celadon. I add 0.3% of red iron oxide to my white
stoneware clay. Ru Celadon also requires a thick glaze application. A glaze thickness of at least
146 inch is needed in order to produce the jade-like quality. I spray and kiln-dry the glaze layers
repeatedly, applying as many as five coats, when working with this glaze.

The kiln firing is the most critical process when making celadon. I rely on pyrometric cones to
control the firing speed. In a gas kiln, I use Orton cones 010, 08, 04, 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 10. Each
cone should bend in an hour’s time. Body reduction is not required. I begin glaze reduction at
Orton cone 010. When the kiln temperature reaches Orton cone 10, I change to a light reduction
atmosphere without dropping or increasing the temperature, hold it for 20 minutes, then shut
off the kiln.

Make sure to check out the October 2014 issue of Ceramics Monthly to learn more about Po-
Wen Liu in Dr. Elizabeth Perill’s article, A Place of Reflection: Po-Wen Liu. Included at the end of
the article as part of October’s Monthly Method, Liu shares another one of his favorite celadon
recipes, Green Celadon.

Find out what it takes to add the colors you want in Robin Hopper’s Ceramic Spectrum.
Learn about all of the stains, oxides, testing procedures and glaze components that can give
you the results you’re looking for.

Learn more here!.

**First published in 2008
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