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2015 Exhibition catalog The 8" Gyeonggy international Ceramic Biennale, International competition
GICB 2015, Icheon, South Korea. Featured artwork: Mach Il (Honorable Mention).
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2018 Article 2™ Latvia International Ceramics Biennale by Valentins Petjko, magazine New
Ceramics, 2018/5, p.38-41. Featured artwork: Always with Me (Bronze Prize).
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Sara Dario, Madrigal, porcelain, photo serigraphy, 2017, 23 x 29 x 29 cm, 1280°C

All these diverse and different schools, traditions and innovations are present
in the MARTINSONS AWARD Competition at Daugavpils Mark Rothko Art Centre.
Some artists whose creative energies were most successful in capturing the hearts of
the jury received special prizes.

The jury of the MARTINSONS AWARD International Ceramics Competition,
namely Marie-Josée Comello (The Netherlands), artist and Intemational Gold Prize

Ruta Sipalyte, Always With Me, stoneware, porcelain, glazes, 2018, 63 x 32 x 38, 1225°C

18,27 12 12cm, 12

winner at MARTINSONS AWARD Competi-
tion in 2016, Dainis Pundurs (Latvia), artist,
associated professor of Ceramics Depart-
ment of Latvian Art Academy, and National
Gold Prize winner at MARTINSONS AWARD
Competition in 2016, llona Romule (Latvia),
artist, and council member of International
Academy of Ceramics, Pille Kaleviste (Esto-
nia), artist, and board member of Estonian
Ceramists’ Association, Claudia Casali (Italy),
art historian, and Director of the Internation-
al Museum of Ceramics in Faenza, Anthony
Stellacio (USA), artist, curator, researcher,
and Artaxis International Curator, and Val-
entins Petjko (Latvia), artist, and curator of
the B iennale, worked hard and profession-
ally while rating the submissions and select-
ing the winners. And finally at the opening
ceremony of the exhibition at Daugavpils
Mark Rothko Art Centre, the jury panel gave
out Gold (EUR 5,000), Silver (EUR 3,000) and
Bronze (EUR 2,000) awards in national and
international categories, distributing the to-
tal of EUR 20,000 in prize money.

The National Gold Award was won by
Juta Rindina, a distinguished Latvian ce-
ramicist, for her artwork STILL LIFE WITH
A FIGURE. Creative work for Juta is always
a joyful process and travels into her own im-
aginary world, full of fantastic creatures and
corresponding shapes.

Silver and Bronze Awards in the National
category went to young artists - Kristine
Nuke-Pantetcjeva and Kaspars Geiduks re-
spectively. Kristine impressed the jury with
her MOONLIGHT, a series of porcelain struc-
tures, sophisticatedly created within a medi-
tative process. Meanwhile Kaspars Geiduks,
a talented and promising Latvian artist, ex-
hibited his woodfired porcelain NESTS on
impressive concrete pedestals, than made an
unforgettable impression.

Internationally, the jury was most im-
pressed by the work of Akiko Taniguchi, a
Japanese artist, who received the Inerna-
tional Gold Award for her artwork ENDLESS
FLAT NIGHTS. She expresses her philosophy
by her work, which consists of connecting
many small parts of clay, and means that
“There is no big difference each day, but ex-
actly the same day never comes again. There
is no big difference cach person,but there is
1o one who is exactly the same. Each pres-
ence has a little different atmosphere.”

Silver Prize went to Sara Dario, an Ital-
ian artist, for her artwork MADRIGAL, which
fully reflects her interest in photography and
printing techniques not only in traditional
ways, but mainly in non-conventional ones
like photoengraving and photo-serigraphy
printing on various materials and suppors.
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BY VALENTINS PETIKO

Juta Rindina, Sul Life ith aFgure, stoneviae, porcelain, porcelan o, diferent clays, glzes, 2018, 20x 45 x 23, 1260°C

Kaspars Geiduks Ligzda/ Nest,porcean, 1, wood fig, 2018
2647395 cm, 1280°C

The International Bronze Prize was earned
by Ruta Sipalyte from neighbouring Lithuania
for her artwork ALWAYS WITH ME, an out-
standing minimalist architectural sculpture.

The jury also gave honourable mentions to
Andris Vezis (Latvia), Helmie Brugman (The
Netherlands) and Kimie Ino (Japan). A special
surprise was prepared by Latvian, Lithuanian
and Estonian companies who supply materials
to ceramic artists. Elina Titane, an outstanding
Latvian artist, received an honourable mention
from the jury and a EUR 200 gift card from Ker-
amserviss Ltd. Estonian artist Annika Teder be-
came the recipient of a EUR 200 gift card from
Estonian company Kerako, and Lithuanian art-
ist Rytas Jakimavicius received a EUR 200 gift
card from Keramikamslt.

VALENTINS PETIKO
is a ceramist and the curator of the Biennale.

Kimie Ino, Stretching, porcelain, slip, 2018, 33 x 17 x 17, 1230°C |

Helmie Brugman, The Delicate 80y,

i i 1230°C
Akiko Taniguchi, Endless Flat Nights, clay, 2017, 4 x 30 x 33 cm, ctoneware, plaser 2018, 120x 40 x 40 cm, 1220°C




