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Artwork: “Vessel with
Sparkplugs”
- Unveiling Innovation: The Fusion

of Ancient Craft and Modern
Technology

Artist Hennie Meyer seamlessly
integrates ancient craftsmanship
with modern technology in his latest
creation, the "Vessel with
Sparkplugs.” Crafted from clay, a
material steeped in history since
ancient times, the vessel represents
an intriguing evolution influenced by
advancements in refractory
sciences. As refractory sciences
advanced, minerals like andalusite -
containing aluminium and iron -
gained prominence for their ability
to withstand extreme heat and
contraction, particularly in spark
plugs, high refractory insulators, and
as modern space craft shileds.

Meyer's creative journey is
characterized by tireless
experimentation, drawing
inspiration from ancient vessel
forms while incorporating modern
spark plugs. This fusion symbolizes
the progressive nature of ceramics
and clay in both industrial and
artistic domains. Each spark plug
signifies not only scientific progress
but also societal diversity,
punctuating the clay with vitality
and historical resonance.

Meyer's vessel serves as a tribute to
pottery's earliest origins, evoking
themes of communal nourishment
and shared heritage. Infused with
elements from the mining industry,
it embodies layers of symbolism,
showcasing clay's evolution from
water vessels, ornaments, and
objects used in daily lives to what
we have today as specialized
material for advanced technologies.

Crafted meticulously from black
earthenware clay, Meyer's vessel
epitomizes tradition, innovation, and
artistic exploration. Its completion in
2024 underscores the enduring
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Earthenware, Glaze, Decals and Spark Plugs.
22 cm high (34 cm diameter).

spirit of creativity and Meyer's deep bond with his
craft, seamlessly blending ancient techniques
with contemporary ingenuity.
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