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«If we take a look at the animals and at the raw soil where they step 
on, at the organic molecules and at the fluid in which they move, 
at the microscopic insects, and at the matter which produces and 
envelops them, it is evident that matter is generally divided in living 
matter and dead matter.

But how is it that matter is not all alive or all dead?
Is living matter always alive?
And is dead matter always dead?
Living matter does not die?
Dead matter does ever begin to live?
Could not living molecules resume life after losing it, to lose it again 
and so on, to infinity?»

Denis Diderot

Mater, mother, is the place where matter is eternally generated.
There is no place on Earth for the eternity except in Mater. Here 
the life-generating mechanisms revolve in a perpetual centrifugal 
movement.

In this exhibition, ana+betânia present us with a set of sculptures 
that celebrate life and death, interpreting myths and rituals of the 
Judeo-Christian imagery related to both.

Their works are developed in surreal, surreal, mutant, but leafy 
and delicate structures. We thus see the rupture with a long course 
in figurative sculpture through distortion of all references of the 
natural, crossing vegetal elements with animals, visceral elements 
with cutaneous coverings, in a struggle for the survival of the most 
capable one.

Perhaps the greatest product of the nearly two-year artistic residency 
in the Ceramics and Clay Workshops - during which the duo 
experimented with ancestrally practiced conformation and cooking 
techniques - is precisely this approximation to a more pristine and 
rawer ceramic practice, where the ritual of to do is regarded as 
something mystical that overlaps any brighter aesthetics.





RISING, 2018
Clay, terra sigillata, stains, glaze

89 x 30 x 30 cm



RISING, 2018
Clay, terra sigillata, stains, glaze
89 x 30 x 30 cm



CEREBRAL, 2018
Clay, stains, terra sigillata 
50 x 25 x 25 cm



CEREBRAL, 2018
Clay, stains, terra sigillata

50 x 25 x 25 cm



CEREBRAL, 2018
Clay, stains, terra sigillata
50 x 25 x 25 cm



TREE OF LIFE, 2018
Stoneware, red stoneware, oxides, underglaze, glaze 
65 x 40 x 15 cm
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TREE OF LIFE, 2018
Stoneware, red stoneware, oxides, underglaze, glaze

65 x 40 x 15 cm



PARADISE LOST, 2018
Stoneware, red stoneware, porcelain, oxides, glaze
49 x 41 x 12 cm



PARADISE LOST, 2018
Stoneware, red stoneware, porcelain, oxides, glaze 

49 x 41 x 12 cm



CARNIVORE, 2017
Clay, stains, golden luster
23 x 19 x 12 cm



CARNIVORE, 2017
Clay, stains, golden luster
23 x 19 x 12 cm



BIG BANG, 2017
Clay, stains, glaze 

33 x 32 x 12 cm



MOTHER, 2018
Black stoneware, glaze, gold luster 
57 x 40 x 29 cm



MOTHER, 2018
Black stoneware, glaze, gold luster 

57 x 40 x 29 cm



DOGWOMAN, 2017
Black stoneware, glaze, gold luster
32 x 23 x 25 cm



DOGWOMAN, 2017
Black stoneware, glaze, gold luster
32 x 23 x 25 cm





HORROR VACUI, 2018
Black stoneware, underglaze 
19 x 13 x 06 cm



LAST OFFERING, 2018
Stoneware, black stoneware, underglaze, glaze 
50 x 32 x 32 cm



LAST OFFERING, 2018
Stoneware, black stoneware, underglaze, glaze 
50 x 32 x 32 cm



UNTIL THE END OF LOVE, 2017
Stoneware, black stoneware, underglaze, oxides, golden luster 

46 x 20 x 17 cm



UNTIL THE END OF LOVE, 2017
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46 x 20 x 17 cm



UNTIL THE END OF LOVE, 2017
Stoneware, black stoneware, underglaze, oxides, golden luster

46 x 20 x 17 cm



OBJECT OF COMFORT FOR HUMAN HOUSES, 2018
Earthenware, underglaze, glaze 
45 x 36 x 02 cm



ERUPTION, 2018
Stoneware, red stoneware, oxides, terra sigillata, glaze.

51 x 40 x 42 cm



ERUPTION, 2018
Stoneware, red stoneware, oxides, terra sigillata, glaze
51 x 40 x 42 cm



GENESIS, 2018
Stoneware, porcelain, terra sigillata, underglaze, oxides, glaze

178 x 58 x 30 cm



GENESIS, 2018
Stoneware, porcelain, terra sigillata, underglaze, oxides, glaze
178 x 58 x 30 cm



GENESIS, 2018
Stoneware, porcelain, terra sigillata, underglaze, oxides, glaze
178 x 58 x 30 cm
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